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The Effect of English Education and the Digital Divide under the
Information Technology

Okada, Akihiko

Abstract

Many schools spend so much money for buying and setting compuiers and
networks. IHowever, it is unclear that those technologies are really help the stu-
dents. One of the research, it is clearly said that computers do not help students
for studying tool, especially, early education.

The word of the digital divide seems like a new word for our culture.
However, after developing the network society, like Internet, this word was al-
ready common word for us. QOur soclety is going into the multimedia environ-
ment now, and developing the new culture, society and life style. Therefore, the
difference between that can use computers or not are giving serious problems in
any area for the future.

This digital divide problem will give the influence to the English teaching tech-
nigue under K.12 area and higher education fields in Japan. Teachers will be re-
quired the new knowledge of the usage of the computers and networks. In
addition not only using computers, it is really necessary that teachers have to
consider own skills that how to use computers as an actual tool. Also it is im-
portant that teachers can teach basic network ethics, network etiquette before
teaching own fields.

Particularly in Japan, still the computer and network diffusion is low level.
The digital divide problem will occur in any area in Japan. The Japanese gov-
ernment tries to make the new educational curriculums for the Information
Technology subject, but this plan and budgets still unclear for us.

In this paper, I would like to consider the effect of English learning and digi-

tal divide. Using the computer and network is important under K-12 area now.
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In addition, until secondary school, the minimum requirements, teachers have to
teach basic technology things, typing skills, ethics, and the law like cultural area.

Then under higher education, we can get into the next step.

Keyword: English, Digital Divide, Education, Communication, Computer,

Information, Technology
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