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Summary

The Freewoman is an essential text for the study of the woman movement,
gender, modernity and modernism. This journal went through three phases: The
Freewoman (November, 1911-October, 1912), The New Freewoman (June, 1913 —
December, 1913) and The Egoist {(January, 1914- December, 1919),

The Freewoman was founded by Dora Marsden, a graduate of Manchester
University who was one of the fighting suffragettes under Mrs. Pankhurst.
Marsden found that she could no longer accept the discipline of the Pankhursts’
the Women’s Socialist and Political Union (W.S.P.U.), because Marsden was dis-
contented with the limited scope of suffragist movement. Departing from
W.S.P.U., she started the paper with wider vision of cultural and philosophical
feminism. Marsden is, in her terms, ‘a modern feminist’ rather than a ‘suffra-
gette.’ She introduced discussion of sexuality, women’s dependency in marriage,
motherhood made compulsory by the state, free love and individualism. She wrote
in the first number of the journal that ‘Our journal will differ from all existing
weekly journals devoted to the freedom of women--. Our interest is in the
Freewoman herseif, her psychology, philosophy, morality and achievements, and
only in secondary degree with her politics and economics.’

Marsden encouraged debate between contributors and readers and open



forums were often held inviting Mrs. Havelock Ellis, Dr. Drysdale, etc. as lectur-
ers. The Freewoman ‘had an immense effect on its time,’ to use the expression of
Rebecca West, who was the literary editor of the journal. ‘The correspondence’
column shows that The Freewoman had subscribers abroad in the feminist com-
munities in New York and Chicago. Many influential figures supported the jour-
nal including H.G. Wells, Stella Browne and Dorothy Richardson.

The Freewoman, the origin of the modernist journal The Egoist, formed a
significant part of modernity in the making in the early twentieth century.

In this paper the transit process from The Freewoman to The Egoist is ex-
plained quoting the Japanese translation of Rebecca West’'s essays: “The

Freewoman,” and “Spinster to the Rescue.”
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1. "The Freewoman” by Rebecca West HIR

Scott,K.M.(ed), The Gender of Modernism: A Critical Anthology. Bloomington
[and Indianapolis: Indiana Univ. Press, 1990, pp.573-577. ]
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II. “Spinster to the Rescue” by Rebecca West IR

Scott, K.M.(ed), The Gender of Modernism: A Critical Anthology. Bloomington
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THE POLICY OF

‘\/ E draw special attention to our correspon-

dence columng this weele They largely
amount to an unbroken challenge of THE FREE-
WOMAN'S policy. That is as it should be. It re-
mains for us to reply to this challenge. We will
begin with Mr. Wells, though what he criticises
is the lack rather than the presence of a policy in
TeE FREEwOMAN. He likewise objects to
Labour-Conscription  being classed with Guild-
Soccialism. Let us consider the latter fiest. It is to
our profit to examine Mr, Wells's arguments closely,
since it Is just upon these differences between
tweedledum and tweedledee in collectivist theory—
such differences as exist between “Labour-Con-
saription ¥ and " Guild-Socialism "—that Socialist
energy is turned. Ranlc-and-file Socialists think
there 15 a great inteHectual contest to the fore, though
what it turns on they would be at a loss to say. The
editor of the New dAge refers to Guild-Socialism as
though it were something he had discovered, ex-
perimented with, proved and laid on the market
like some patent medicine; the “ remedy, now well
lmown,” is how he refers to it, whereas in reality he
has never dared to run the risks of describing it in
biunt terms for the thing it’ is—a union of two
bureaucracies, the bureaucracy of an enormous
Trade Union administered by elected officials in
alliance with the bureaucracy of the State, like-
wise administered by elected officials. Thus,
Guild-Socialism, instead of having one principle of
corruption to deal with, will have two, of which for
preference there would not be a pin to choose.
The only detailed feature of this social panacea is
that the mob will receive graduated pay, graduated,
we must suppose, by the elected officials. Now
we venture to say that the Labour-Conscription of
Mr. Wells's Great State did not differ in essence
from Guild-Socialism.  Fimmly, if gently, we repeat
the statement, for though behind Mr. Wells's
scheme there is better feeling, inasmuch as he

“THE FREEWOMAN.”

eliminates labour class distinctions by making the
community as a whole labouring class, it re-
mains pre-eminently bureaucratic, and no amount
of economic, genealogical tables, worked out on
paper, can prove anything to the contrary, amy
more than labelling our boxes the West Indies,
where the sun has been shining all summer, can
guarantee us a holiday there. One can write out
anything on paper; but the only truthful thing that
can be said of human beings, either on paper or off,
is that they must feel themselves free—ungoverned,
in fact—or they will feel enormously unhappy. But
the very essence of 2 conscript labour community is
Government: Government to initiate the conscrip-
tion, Government to enforce it, Government to ad-
minister its services, to estimate its duties, to ap-
portion the labour, to conduct the lotteries, to send
out the blue papers, to decide the pay, and to pay
it; in short, with Labour-Conscription between
each primitive need of our nature and its satisfac-
tion stands this spectre of Government. And in
defence Mr, H. G. Weils offers us—a diagram!

. = - - -

The explanation of this strange matter is that
latter-day thinkers are so hypnotised by the adop-
tion of machinery that they set up the most pre-
posterous theories, the application of any one of
which would make the mind reel with horror. They
are seeking a way out—any way. With the Dewil
at the heels of them and the precipice in front, they
are prepared to jump and risk how they fall. Itis
as a consequence of the Devil’s wiles that it does not
oceur to them to turn round and grapple with the
fiend himseilf, and hope to walk over his defeated
form to happiness and safety.

Mr. Wells accuses us of having no * constructive ”
theories. What does “ constructive” mean, applied
to life? It would be so much to the good if we
could persuade even great novelists to be precise
in their terms, especially when things which matter
are presumably to hang on them. To our thinking,
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THE LEAN KIND.

This is:the epoch of the gadding. mind. The
mind ‘not at home' byt given to something else, oc-
cupied with alien “causes' is of the normal order,
and as such must be held accountable for that con-
temning of the lonely occupant of the home—the
Seif—wlhich is the characteristic of the common
fnind;  With ‘the léan kind—the antithesis of
thosé ‘“Fat’™ with whom latterly we have be-
come st familiarised—the most embarrassing notion
15 that;of the possession 6f a self having wants, To
be- selfless is, to have attained’ unto that condition
of which leanness is the fitting ocutcome, Henge,
the popularity of the ‘Cause’ which provides the
Idbl to which the ‘desired self-sacrifice can be offered.
The greater the sacrifice the Idol can accept the
greater s it as a ‘Cause,’ whether it be liberty, equal-
ity, fraternity, honesty or what not, If ten thousand
starving men, with their tens of thousands of de-
pefidants, starve in the Cause of Honesty, how great
is Honestyl If a woman throws away her life for
freedom, how great is freedom! Anrd no mistake,

'Great is the Cause and smali are men,’ is the
creed of the lean kind, Consider the Cause of
Honesty—the righteous frenzy for the maintenance of
the status quo in regard to property, True it is
that all worshippers of honesty have no properiy;
but’ what of that! the greater the sacrifice:r good
is it to be a vessel of dishonour if thereby is achidvacd
the greater glory of the Cause.

It is tree one may cheose one’s ‘Cause,’ bub
choice appears to fall fairly uniformly into classes,
and as for the lean kind, they choose honesty, ‘Poor
but, honest,' is.'the lean one's epitaph. He makes it
his honour to see to it that property shall remain
‘just so.' He will fight and die and play policeman
with'zeal, that property.should remain just so! There
have been those. however; who have maintained that
‘Property . was theft' Monsieur Proudhon said so,
and Mdnsieur Shex supports him, . 'The only true
thing which has beeri--said abbut propérty,’ says Mr.

Shaw., We—and the iean—beg leave 1o dissent, what
though in dissenting, we differ. The lean scout the
base notion, for where would the Cause, Honesty be
if horribly it should prove true? It is thercfore
not true for the lean, And for us? If the
pick and the shovel are the discovered gold,
then property is theft. Bur if the shovel and
pick be as a means 1 an end—the acquiring of
gold—then theft is to property in the same relation.
Theft is the time-honoured, success-crowned means
to property, All the whelesale acquirements of pro-
perty have come, do come, wili come, in this way.
Whether Saxon robs Celt, and Dane- robs Saxon,
and Norman robs all three: whether William
Shortlegs robs the English to give property te his
fellow-bandits, or bandits, grown bolder, rob the
Church for themselves, or the Trust-maker robs
whom he will, the process is one and the same, A
constant state of Auwx (Oh, Cause of Honesty!) flux
of property, from hands which yield inte hands which
seize! Small wonder the lean kind love not -this
truth, and cover their eyes with their Cause. Hands
which seize are pot their kind of hands; the spirit
of their Cause makes the muscles relax and the
grip grow feeble.

Broperty once seized, the seizers set about
to make fux static, They declare 2 truce.
They send forth a proclamation: ‘Henmceforth the
possessed—we and our children—must remain pos-
Mrsors:  end the dispossessed remain the dispos-
wersed—Jor ever: these skall not raise disturbing
hends against the state of things: should they, the
STATE will visit upon them the penalities due For
notice: In the process of proclamation,.the victors
have taker the proclamation for the deed; they
have not merely said ‘this state, now established.
shall remain,” they have said, without panse for
breath, ‘this shall be’' and ‘this is, ‘The State now
igw~and we, are. the State, And so it turns oit.
The - dispossessed—the lean—make answer: ‘Yea—
great conquerors, as yow say, so it is,” The STATE
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VI
DEFINITION OF

OBSERVATIONS PRELIMINARY TO A

“IMAGINARY”

By D. Marspen

1

HE difficuities standing in the way of a satis-
l factory definition of ¢maginary very greatly
exceed those preseated by the ferm real,
which was the subject of our last study. The reason
is that the activities with which the latter is concerned,
i.e. whether & name has been rightly or wrongly applied
te a given phenomenon, can be expressed in terms
which are comparatively superficial. The term
imeginary, on the confrary, embodies a distinction
between vital activities so basic that an adequaie
consideration of them forces a deftnition of the term
life itself. That is, the ontological questions which,
with anything approximating to- skill one might
successfully evade in considering real, become the
ever-present substance of one's eare in considering
imaginary. 1% is perhaps desirable therefore to state
our motive for insinuating & study of imaginery
between real on the one hand, and its opposite, ¢llu-
sory, on the other. Our justification is, that in order
to close up certain leakages of meaning in the term
real itself it iz necessary to do so. There exisfs a
loogely held but widespread assumption, which
peychologists themselves show no-anxziety to under-
mine and to which indeed the perimnetory manner
in which psychology deals with émagination s directly
due, that the imaginary stands in some sort of anti-
thetical relation to the real.
¥et that such assumption is erroneous is easily
demounstrable. There is nothing in the meaning of
either term to render the one exclusive of the ather.
On the contrary, both can be, and are, simultancously
applied to one and the same image : a8 when we quite
correctly any of an image, *' It is really imaginary,”
The two texms do bear a close relation fo each other,
but it is not one of antithesis, The actual anbithesis
of real i3, 23 we have already indicated, the term
tllusory.
(2) The firat preliminary to our stady then will be

to indicate precisely what the relationship between
imagingry and real is. Xt wilt be found that the
ground has already been partly covered io our chapter
on the real. It will moreover be further eovered in
connexion with illusory. At this point therefore we
shill merely have to state the relationship in ifs
categoric form. Thought is a speciol mode of applica-
tion of the powers of imagination. When we think, we
use imaginary images in a particular way. The
element which distinguishes thought-inspired activity
as against instinetive sctivity is the imaginative one;
and men's minds have rightly apprehended the facts
of the situation whea they, speaking of the power of
thought in general, usually intend that one shali
understand thereby imagination rather than thought
ag the more characterigtic and inclusive term.

(3) The characteristics -which distinguish thougl}t
and imagination from eath other can be redured in
words to very modest dimensions, though their issne
in action involves all the difference whick lies between
the tmaginary and the real. For thought produces
the lzat and imagination the frst. We wilt state the
difference thus: In imaginafion the imaginary lmage
combines with like imaginary images. In thought
imaginary images pair, one by one, each with ite
corresponding external image. -Thinking is therefore
the interlacing of the imaginary with its external
counterpars (as presumed). If when the latter ia
subjected to certain standard nsages such presump-
tion proves itself justified, npon the external image
is superimposed a distincéive label, As product half
of the imaginary and half the external it now consti-
tuted a realized image. In such manner does the
imaginary image intertwining with the external call
into existence the world of reality. After a like
manner also does it create that of illusion. .

(4) When we comparé ezternal with imaginery
impges, we find many comman points of likeness.
Both alike are felt. Hoth show liveliness and strength
and both are equally capable of showing aspects of
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