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Summary

D.H. Lawrence’s last short novel The Escaped Cock, later changed the title to The
Man Who Died, is a story about The Resurrection. The first part of the story was
written in 1927, when he visited the Etruscan places during Easter season. It is gen-
erally recognized that Etruscan people's idea of eternal life, an egg painted on the
wall of the Etruscan tombs and a toy of a rooster emerging from an egg in a shop
window in Volterra made Lawrence write The Escaped Cock.

But a question arises. Why is it the story of Christ and Egyptian Goddess Isis?
To answer this question, the social background of The Escaped Cock has to be con-
sidered. In the Edwardian age Christianity was losing credibility among educated
people. Psychical researchers and spiritualists flourished and the Society for Psychi-
cal Research and Theosophical Society, ete. were founded. Lawrence became inter-
ested in Theosophy. He read a monthly magazine, The Occult Review and a hook
Isis Unveiled by Madame H.P.Blabatsky, the founder of the Theosophical Society.

An article titled "ISIS-MARY"' in the The Occult Review and Blabatsky's Isis Un-
veiled seem to have influenced Lawrence to write The Escaped Cock, a new mythol-

ogy based on the Egyptian Osiris-Isis Mythology.
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NOTES OF THE MONTH

DR. JOHN DEE, a study of whose life and adventures, by
Mrs. G. M. Hort, has just appeared in the Mystics and Occultisis
Series,* was one of those original characters who have figured
from time to time in the history of occult research, and who
have been remembered in after ages rather for what they were,
and the part they played in the historical romance of their time,
than for any notable contribution which they made to the body
of scientific knowledge or occult philosophy. More might have
been expected of Dr. Dee, who was a man of deep learning and
erudition, if he had not been led away by his own credulous
enthusiasm in pursuit of occult methods of obtaining wealth,
JOHN DEE which for ever eluded his too sanguine hopes. John

! " Dee was the son of a certain Roland Dee, who held

an appointment at court as gentleman server to Henry VIIL
Presumably he was one of those Welshmen whose families came
along in the train of the Duke of Richmond, afterwards Henry
VII, who was the first Welsh monarch to ascend the British
throne. It is curious how, after the downiall of the old Norman
royal family that had split up into the two branches of Yorkists

% Dr. Join Dee, Elizabethan Mystic and Astrologer. By G. M. Hort.

London: William Rider & Son, Ltd., 8 Paterncster Row, E.C.4.
3L
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