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Summary

Charles Dickens (1812-70) is the most famous novelist of the Victorian age and he
was the first novelist to have introduced children into English Literature. He was a
supporter of fairy tales. He confesses that his first love was a red riding hood in
‘A Christmas Tree’, which appeared on a weekly magazine Household Words con-
ducted by Dickens himself. In ‘Trauds on the Fairies’ {(Household Words, 1 October
1853) he criticized George Cruikshank’s Fairy Library for its attempts to rewrite
the traditional fairy tales with moralistic purposes.

Dickens had “the vision of the child’. He understood the characters and con-
sciences of children. In his essay 'Where We Stopped Growing ' (Household Words, 1
January 1853}, he says ‘We have never grown the thousandth part of an inch out
of Robinson Crusoce.’

He wrote a short fairy tale, ‘A Child's Dream of A Star,’ in Household Words
and his short novel, Holiday Romance (first published in the American magazine
Qur Young Folks and serialized in 1868 in All the Year Round in Britain). Foliday
Romance influenced much on the writers of children’s literature in his time. For in-
stance, ‘Lovesick boy story’ are found in Mark Twain’s Tom Sawyer, and ‘a boy
narrator’ is seen in E. Nesbit's The Story of the Treasure Seeker. ‘Pirate’s Adven-

ture story'was put into J.M. Barrie’s Peter Pan.



Charles Dickens wrote about youth in all its aspects. He wrote books on hehalf of
children. Though he is not a writer of children’s literature, he is a great novelist

contributed to English Children’s Literature.
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A CHILD'S DREAM OF A STAR.

Taene was onec a child, and he strolled
about a good deal, and thought of a aumber
of things. He had a sister, who was a child
too, apd his comstant companion. These
two used to wonder all day long. They won-
dered a6 the beauty of the flowers; they
wondered =t the height and blueness of the
sky ; they wondered at the depth of the
bright water ; they wondered at t%w goodness
and the power of Gop who made the lovely
world.

They used to say to one ancther, sometimes,
Supposing all the childven upon earth were
to dig, would the flowers, and the water, and
the sky, be sorry ?  They believed they wounld
be sorry, For, said they, the buds are the
childrer of the flowers, and the little playful
streams that gambol down the hill-sides are
the children of the water ; and the smallest
bright specks, playing at hide and seck in the
sky all night, must euvely be the children of
the stars; and they would all be grieved to
see their playmates, the children of men, no
mere.

There was one clear shining staxr that used
to come out in the sky before the rest, near
the church spire, above the graves. It wus
larger and more bewutiful, they thought, than
all the others, and every night they watched
for i, standing hand in hand at & window
‘Whoever saw it first, eried ouf, “1 see the
star | And often they cried out both to-
gether, knowing so well when it would rise,
and where. So they grew to be such friends
with it, that, before lying down n their beds,
they always looked out once again, to bid it
goodl night; and when they were turning
vound to sleep, they used to say, ® God bless
the atar 1"

But while she was atill very young, oh very
very young, the sistex drooped, and came to be
50 weak that she could no longer stand in the
window &t night; and then the child looked
sadly out’ by himself, and when he saw the
gtar, turned round and said to the Po.hieuu pale
face on the bed, “T see the star ! and then a
smile would come upon the face, and o little
wealk voice used to say, “God bless my brother
and the star!”

And so the time came, all too soon! when
the child lecked out alone, aud when there

was no face on the bed; and when there was
n little grave mmong the graves, not thers
before; and when the star made long rays
down towards him, as he saw it through his
tears,

Now, these rays were so bright, and they
seemed to make such a shining way from
eurth to Heaven, that when the child went
to his solitary bed, he dreamed abeut the
staf; and dreamed that, lying where he
was, he saw a train of people taken up that
sparkling road by angels. And the star,
opening, showed him a great world of light,
where many more such angels waited to ve-
eeive them.

All these angels, who were waiting, turned
their beaming eyes upon the people who
were carried up into the star; and some
came out from the long rows in which they
stood, and fell upon the people’s necks, and
kissed them ten erly, anh wenb away with
them down avenues of light, and were sc
happy in their company, that lying in his bed
he wept for joy.

But, there were many angels whe did uot
go with them, and among them one he
knew, The patient face that once had lain
upen the hec? was glorified and radiant, but
gis heart found oub his sister among all the

osk.

His sister’s angel lingered near the entrance
of the star, andl =aid to the leader among
those who had brought the people thither:

“Ts my brother come §"

And he said “No.”

She was turning hopefully away, when the
child stretched out his arms, and cried “Q,
sister, I s here! Take me !’ and then she
turned her beaming cyes upon him, and it
was night ; and the star was shining into the
roam, making long rays down towards him as
he saw it through his tears.

From that howr forth, the child looked out
upon. the star as on the Home he was fo go
to, when his time should come; and De
thought that he did not belong to the eavth
alone, but to the star ton, because of his
sister’s angel gone before,

There was o baby born to be a brother
to the child; and while he was so little
that he mever yet had spoken word, he
sit.rcitched his tiny form out on his bed, nnd
digl,
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of reason, and, in a world fuil of balances and
compeusations, its very inferiority has its com-
pensation in the fuct that, unlike reason, in-
stinet can never go wrang. If snimals cannot
understand onr language unless in very few
instances of ordivary oceurvence and when ae-
com%auied by sign, gesture, and the expression
of the eye, neifher can we understand their
language, except it have the same mute accom-
paniments. Though Tmerson may says, “ that
we are wiser thes we know,” it is barely as
possible, with all our undoubted superioxity,
and all our pride of intellect, that we are not
exactly so wise as we thiok.

TYRANNY.

TrEY who bear the weight of tyranny
Must Lear it a5 they may ;

Bt since I've 1aid my burthen dowa,
I have a thing to sny:

By trouble is past trouble now ;
It has Jong lain with the dead:
DMy iife is in its inner soul
Ho more disquieted.

I own alovely garden-gronnd
The plants it grows are rare ;
And yet sometimes I almest wish
The flowers were not 5o fair.

Were they thistles by the wayside blown,
I might plack them and be giad ;

But, gazing on these tender things,
Their beauty makes me sad.

Thowgh free as fair in others' sight,
To me they hring the hour

When in 1y dearth T was denjed
The gathering of o flower.

The dearths of love, the dearth of hoye—
Life's sweet aud common bread,

When the gracious sun seem'd shyunk and lost
In the darkness overhead.

I hear the cruel mandnte now ;
1t ghivers through the air,

A blight upon the living flowers
I would were not so fair.

I streteh my hand—yet touch them not ;
E cannot well define

How the force of old repression works :
I do not feel them mine.

The breeze mny sway, the sun may kiss,
The wind-flower by the wall ; ’
¥ stand and watch it wistfully
To see it fade aud fall.

T1ift it then, my own at last,
Aud hide it in my breast,

And there ang deatd-born blessing mere
Is buried with the reat.

But I forgef, in musing thus
On that old distant day,

The word ¢f connsel I would speal,
The * thing I had te say.”

It 55 but this: Oh! neer deny
The gifts which Merey gave,

Lest a voice that is not loud but deep
Should eurse you in your grave.

For I believe, 55 here I breathe,
With every flower downtrod,

The sin and sorrow of that time
Are arying up to God.

HOLIDAY ROMANCE.
By Coarces Dickens.
IN FOUR FARTS,
Panr I

THTRODUCTORY ROMANCE., PROM THE PEN OF
WILLIAM TINKLING ZEISQUIRZE.‘EE

Tn1s beginning-part is not made ouk of any-
body’s head you knaw. It’s veal. You musé
believe this beginning-part mare than what
comes after, else you won't understand how
what comes affer came to be written, Yoo
must believe it 24, bui you must Lelieve this
most, please. Lam the Tditor of it. Bab Red-
forth (he’s my cousin, and shaking the table
on purpose} wanted ta be the Editoy of it, but
Tsaid he shouldn’t because he couldn't. He
Das no idea of being an Editor.

Neltic Ashford is my Bride. We were mar-
ried in the right-hand closet in the corner of
the dancing-school where fivst we met, with a
ring (a green one) from Wilkingwater’s toy-
shap. 1 owed for it out of my pocket-money.
When the rapturous eeremony was over, we all
four went uwp the lane and let off a cannon
(brought loaded in Bob Redforth's waistcoat-
pocket) to ammcunce owr Nuptials. It few
right up when it went off, and furned over
Next day, Lieutenant-Colonel Robin Redforth
was united, with similar ceremonies, to Alice
Raiubird. This time, the cannon bust with a
mosk texrifie explosion, and wade & puppy bazk,

peetless Bride was, at the peviod of

M.

Whicﬁ we now treat, in captivity at Miss Grim-
mer's. Drowvey and Grimmer is the pavtaer-
slbip, and opinion is divided whicl the greatest.
Beast. The lovely Bride of the Colonel was
also immured in the Dungeons of the same esta-
blishment. A vow was entered into between
the Colonel and myself that we would cut them
out ou the follewing Wednesday, when walking
wo and fwo,

Under the desperate circumslances of the
case, the aclive brain of the Colouel, combining
with his lawless pursnit (he is a Pirate}, sug-
gested an attack with fireworks. This however,,
from motives of humanity, was abandoned as
too expensive.

Lightly armed with a paperknife buttoned
up under his jocket, and waving the dreaded
black flag at.the end of acane, the Colonel taok
command of me at 2 .2, on the eventful and
appointed day. He had drawn out the plan of
attack on & plece of paper which was polied upr
round a hoop-stick, I;Ie showed it to me. My
position and my fulllength portrait (but my
real ears don’t stick ont horizoatal) was behind
a corner-lamp-post, with writien orders to ve-
main there till T should sce Miss Drowrey
fall. The Drowvey who was to [all was the

* Aged Eight,
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